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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 -7 are objected to because of ambiguity of terminology. The 
claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform to current U.S. 
practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. For example, 
on line 5 of claim 2, the meaning is unclear of "is relative." On line 4 of claim 6, 
the meaning of "vibrating switch" is unclear. Also on line 3 of claim 7, the 
meaning of "a pressing-slice" is unclear. 

2. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the rectangular receiving slot" in line 5 and 
"the laser hole" in line 7. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation 
in the claim. Appropriate corrections are required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chang (US 6,584,695) in view of Peot et al. (US 6,755,107). In regard to 
claim 1 , Chang teaches a cover with a laser hole [19] on the edge of the cover, 
receiving slots (see figure 2), and a cover that is capable of being fixed to a 
circular saw machine. It is also disclosed of a laser module [1 1] including a 
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rectangular base as seen in figure 4. The base and slots are seen to be 
rectangular in plan, thereby meeting the claim limitations. Finally, Chang teaches 
a power control-supply [10, 16, 17, 30, 36] that is connected to the laser module. 
While Chang teaches a laser hole on the edge of the cover, a plurality of laser 
holes is lacking. Peot teaches a plurality of laser holes [80] on the edge of the 
cover as seen in figure 9. This arrangement eliminates the small strip between 
the hole and the edge of the top lid that is easily broken. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace 
Chang's single laser hole with Peot's plurality since a plurality arranged in this 
manner is easier to manufacture and the final product more durable. 

Regarding claim 2, Chang also teaches screw bases, sinking holes, and 
bolts to secure the covers in figure 3. Chang teaches a protective cover that is 
secured to the base thereby meeting the claim limitation that those parts 
"relative." 

In regard to claim 3, Chang's teachings provide in figures 2 and 3 a 
protruding ring on the top cover while the bottom cover provides the mating 
concave ring. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, as mentioned in regards to claim 2, Chang 
provides teaching of two covers relative to another. It also teaches an inner- 
concave portion [20] on the inside of the top cover and a corresponding inner- 
protruding portion [15] on the bottom cover. Within the combination of these two 
inner-concave and -protruding portions a sinking hole [22] is provided for a bolt 
to secure the laser alignment device to the circular saw. As shown in figure 3, 
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the sinking hole [22] has two cambered surfaces connected by two parallel 
surfaces for fixing the shaft of the circular saw. 

In regard to claims 6 and 7, Chang's teachings provide the top and bottom 
cover relative to one another. In addition, Chang teaches that "the conventional 
laser alignment device needs to... mount the battery to provide an electrical 
energy required for [powering] the laser light" in the prior art. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace the 
electro-mechanical system of Chang with a battery to allow a user to have 
accessibility to the laser alignment device without the saw having to be powered 
on. Chang's invention also provides teachings of a pressing switch apparently 
anticipating the vibrating switch of the present invention. If the electro- 
mechanical system were replaced with a battery power source, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate a ringlike circuit board to assist in the distribution of power to the 
pressing-slices within the device. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Leah S. Lovell whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2719. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday 7:45 a.m. until 4:15 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Renee Luebke can be reached on (571) 272-2009. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Leah S Lovell 
Examiner 
22 July 2005 
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